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State Issues: Top Priorities

e Win increased funding for Immigrant Services

The Immigrant Service Line Item (ISLI) provides funding for direct cash assistance to
immigrants, citizenship application assistance, English classes, DACA and citizenship
application fee waivers, and resource navigation for immigrants throughout lllinois. The General
Assembly has approved $38 million for ISLI during each of the past three years, even as
program costs have increased. We will seek an increase in funding for next year to catch up
with those rising costs.

e Protect and expand healthcare for ALL in IL (Healthy IL)

lllinois has created state-funded programs that provide medical coverage for low-income
immigrants age 42 or older and children age 18 and younger, regardless of their immigration
status. The Health Benefits for Immigrant Seniors (HBIS) and Health Benefit for Immigrant
Adults (HBIA) programs have been closed to new enrolled and subject to other cost-cutting
measures since 2023. The governor’s proposed budget would zero out funding for HBIA,
denying life-saving care for tens of thousands of lllinois immigrants. We will continue to defend
these programs against harmful restrictions, and push to win additional funding to further
expand coverage to include all other income-eligible immigrants regardless of their status.

e Progressive state revenue / lllinois Revenue Alliance (SJR 22 - Sen. Villa/ HIJR 18 -
Rep. Will Davis)

Without expanded sources for state revenue, our ability to win programs that provide basic
sustenance and economic justice for our communities (including several listed in this platform)
will remain limited. We won an important victory for progressive revenue in 2024 when the
General Assembly scaled back the “vendor discount” that retail stores can claim from their state
sales tax collections, thus raising $160 million per year in revenue. We will keep pushing for
permanent solutions that will generate more than $6 billion for the state, particularly from those
who are better able to pay, so that all of our families will have the support they need to thrive.
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engagement in immigratiorf enforcement, it can be improved even further to adapt to federal
policy changes and close loopholes. For instance, we need to update who counts as an
immigration agent in case the incoming administration deploys National Guard or military troops
to conduct immigration operations. We can also better protect police data so it will not be used
for immigration purposes. These changes will better ensure that our immigrant neighbors feel
safe interacting with police and will not get swept up in “mass deportations.”

e Safe Schools for All (HB 3247 - Rep. Jimenez/ SB 2065 - Sen. Villa) (partnering with
MALDEF)

The federal government has started a campaign targeting immigrant communities across the
country and lllinois. Among the first actions of the second Trump administration was rescinding
the Department of Homeland Security “sensitive locations memo,” opening the possibility of
immigration enforcement directed at schools. In this environment, lllinois must take affirmative
steps to ensure parents are not discouraged from sending and children are not discouraged
from attending schools, as is their right. lllinois schools must protect the integrity of a positive
school learning environment in which all children and parents feel safe and supported.

e Post-conviction relief (Cook County Public Defender) (SB 1266 - Sen. Villa/ HB
3549 - Rep. Slaughter)

Our criminal legal system still channels immigrants into the deportation pipeline despite several
existing laws intended to protect them from removal. ICIRR worked with allies among public
defender offices, progressive state’s attorneys, and immigrant advocates in 2024 to craft
legislation to enable people with certain criminal convictions to ask to reopen their cases based
on newly discovered evidence of innocence or lack of explanation of the immigration
consequences of the conviction. We will support our allies as they push for this legislation in
2025.

e Outsourced medical care (HB 3593 - Rep. Avelar / Sen. Fine)

Even if they have medical coverage, many people seeking medical services often receive large
bills for services not covered by their insurance. We plan to build on our 2023 victory winning
legislation requiring hospitals to screen patients for medical coverage eligibility by requiring that
health care providers in hospitals are subject to the same fair billing and charity care laws as the
hospitals themselves. Our goal is to make health access affordable for everyone.
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middle-income househ children, including many immigrant families who use Individual
Taxpayer ldentification Nurbers (ITINs) to file their returns. This new credit, however, still
needs some fixes—including a minimum benefit amount—to provide relief for families who need
the support the most, those with little or no income. We will push for these fixes so that the
credit provides more help for more families.

e Win continued cash assistance for those who are ineligible for federal public
assistance, and move toward a future guaranteed income program (CASH Act: SB
1561 - Sen. Fine / HB 2694 - Rep. Jimenez)

Since 2020, ICIRR has administered the Immigrant Family Support Program (IFSP) to provide
assistance to immigrant families who have been ineligible for COVID relief assistance and other
public benefits. IFSP had received funding from federal ARPA dollars (which were exhausted in
2024) and state general revenue funds. The needs addressed by IFSP remain even as the
COVID pandemic has subsided. We will push for further funding of this program beyond this
fiscal year. We will also continue to advocate more broadly for a state-level guaranteed income
program that can provide regular basic support for families in need.

e Support for new arrivals

lllinois has welcomed more than 48,000 people arriving from the southern border since August
2022, most of whom were transported by buses organized by the State of Texas. While the
pace of arrivals has slowed since early 2024, the people who have already arrived continue to
need shelter, food, medical attention, and other care. ICIRR continues to call for more federal
leadership and resources for these people, and to advocate on the state and local level for
continued support as these new arrivals move toward self-sufficiency in their new community.

State issues: Other initiatives we support

e Work beyond DACA and employment authorization (non-legislative priority)

If DACA ends as a result of court rulings or action by a future federal administration, we will
need to make sure that people who have DACA will be able to continue to work, and that people
who never had employment authorization (including many new arrivals but also long-term
undocumented immigrants) are aware of the opportunities to work. We can work with the lllinois
Secretary of State, the City of Chicago, and other agencies to promote models for work
regardless of federal employment authorization, such as independent contracting and worker
cooperatives, and to better enable immigrants to pursue these options. Specifically, we can
work with organizations that have been supporting worker co-ops to seek public and private
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Even as many communitieS and states (including lllinois) have enacted policies limiting
information sharing and other communication with ICE, ICE has still gained access to personal
information from government agencies (such as the lllinois Secretary of State), utility
companies, and other sources through third-party data brokers that buy this information and
then sell access to ICE. Limiting the ability of state and local agencies to share this information
(as we did with the driver’s license bill that took effect in July 2024) would help protect
everyone’s privacy and ensure that information for immigrants and other individuals will not be
abused. We will continue to support our allies at Just Futures Law and Mijente to advocate with
Cook County. While such data sharing has been happening regardless of which party controls
the White House and Homeland Security, the issue will become more urgent under a Trump
Administration “mass deportation” campaign.

e Fund Jobs Not Jails! "SAFER Act" (Workers Center for Racial Justice)

The SAFER Communities Act would promote job access for formerly incarcerated lllinoisans,
improve public safety in our communities, and deliver economic relief for thousands of local
businesses. This legislation would establish a living wage job creation program for up to 16,000
formerly incarcerated workers. This five year pilot program would offer local businesses wage
subsidies of up to $15,000 annually for employing workers with conviction records into newly
created high-quality jobs. The bill would also deliver economic assistance to small businesses
that hire formerly incarcerated workers to cover the cost of on-the-job training.

e Fixing automatic voter registration (lllinois Secretary of State) (SB 1530 - Sen.
Villivalam/ HB 2911 - Rep. Hoffman)

ICIRR and our partners in the Just Democracy Coalition won a state law in 2016 setting up
automatic voter registration for people seeking services at Secretary of State (SOS) facilities
and other state offices. The SOS’s office has been pushing for changes that would streamline
voter registration processing. ICIRR and Just Democracy worked with SOS to ensure that these
changes guard against mistaken registrations by noncitizens and include strong language
access protections. We will support SOS as it pushes for our agreed bill in spring 2025 so that
eligible citizens can get registered more easily while ineligible people are guarded against
mistakes and misunderstandings.
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One presidential candidate has brazenly called for mass deportation of undocumented people,
regardless of the fiscal, economic, and humanitarian toll. The current administration has been
more quietly expanding the use of immigration detention and of electronic monitoring as an
“alternative” to detention. We need to continue to resist these expansions of immigration
enforcement and surveillance targeting our communities, ramp up our efforts to educate
neighbors about their rights, and empower local leaders and allies to monitor and thwart ICE
operations.

e Defend DACA and other protections

The next presidential term could see a concerted effort to rescind DACA, DALE, Temporary
Protected Status (TPS), humanitarian parole, and other protections that previous
administrations extended to people who are otherwise vulnerable to deportation. DACA is
already under attack and might not withstand a court challenge. We will need to defend these
programs and the people they protect with whatever tools we have available, and take
advantage of any opportunities to advocate for broader protections.

e Legalization for all (CHIRLA and other allies)

Regardless of the outcome of the November elections, we need to keep advocating for a broad,
generous legalization program that provides a clear path to citizenship for all undocumented
people. Our counterpart in California, CHIRLA, and several other state-level coalitions have
been organizing to win support for legislation to amend the registry provision in the immigration
laws, which allow immigrants who arrived before a certain date (currently January 1, 1972) to
apply for green cards. The proposal would create a "rolling registry" that would enable
immigrants to legalize after seven years in the US. ICIRR will continue to support this registry
proposal and other legislation to provide pathways to citizenship.

National issues: Other initiatives we support

e Support for new arrivals

lllinois has welcomed more than 48,000 people arriving from the southern border since August
2022, most of whom were transported by buses organized by the State of Texas. While the
pace of arrivals has slowed since early 2024, the people who have already arrived continue to
need shelter, food, medical attention, and other care. Unfortunately the federal government has
provided only limited funding (which has been split among multiple states and communities) and
minimal coordination and leadership. ICIRR will continue to call for more federal leadership and
resources for these people.
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public benefits up to fi after they receive their green cards. This five-year bar harms
immigrant families who need health care and other support and hurts our entire community. The
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LIFT the BAR and HEAL Acts would remove these restrictions and enable immigrants who are
able to get green cards to receive the care they need.
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Asuntos estatales: Principales prioridades

e Obtener mayor financiacion para los servicios para inmigrantes

La partida presupuestal para los servicios de inmigrantes (ISLI, por sus siglas en inglés)

Esta proporciona fondos para asistencia directa en efectivo a inmigrantes, asistencia con la
solicitud de ciudadania, clases de inglés, exenciones de tarifas para DACA y tarifas para
solicitudes de ciudadania, y ayuda a conectar con recursos para inmigrantes en todo lllinois. La
Asamblea General ha aprobado $38 millones para ISLI durante cada uno de los ultimos tres
afos, incluso cuando los costos del programa han aumentado. Buscaremos un aumento en la
financiacion para el proximo ano para ponernos al dia con los crecientes costos.

e Proteger y ampliar la atencion médica para TODOS en lllinois (Health IL)

lllinois ha creado programas financiados por el estado que brinda cobertura médica a
inmigrantes de bajos ingresos de 42 afios 0 mas y a nifios recién nacidos y hasta los 18 afos
de edad, independientemente de su estatus migratorio. Los programas de Beneficios de Salud
para Personas Mayores Inmigrantes (HBIS, por sus siglas en inglés) y Beneficios de Salud para
Adultos Inmigrantes (HBIA, por sus siglas en inglés) han estado cerrados para nuevos
solicitantes y sujetos a otras medidas de reduccién de costos desde 2023. El actual
presupuesto propuesto por el gobernador eliminaria los fondos para HBIA, negando la atencion
médica que salva vidas a decenas de miles de inmigrantes de lllinois. Continuaremos
defendiendo estos programas contra restricciones dafiinas y presionaremos para obtener
fondos adicionales para expandir aun mas la cobertura para incluir a todos los demas
inmigrantes elegibles segun sus ingresos, independientemente de su estatus migratorio.

e Ingresos estatales progresivos / Alianza de Ingresos de lllinois (SJR 22 - Senador
Villa/ HJR 18 - Rep. Will Davis)

Si no se amplian las fuentes de ingresos estatales, se limita nuestra capacidad para lograr
programas que proporcionen sustento basico y justicia econdmica para nuestras comunidades
(incluidos varios programas que se enumeran en esta plataforma). El apoyo seguira siendo
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e Mejorar de la Ley TRUST de lllinois (HB 2706 - Representante Lisa Hernandez/ SB
2305 - Senadora Aquino)

Si bien la Ley TRUST de lllinois es una de las leyes estatales mas protectoras en lo que
respecta a la participacién de la policia en la aplicacion de las leyes de inmigracién, Pensamos
que se puede mejorar aun mas para adaptarse a los cambios en las politicas federales y cerrar
lagunas lega. Por ejemplo, debemos actualizar quiénes cuentan como agentes de inmigracion
en caso de que la administracion entrante despliegue a la Guardia Nacional o tropas militares
para realizar operaciones de inmigracién. También podemos proteger mejor los datos policiales
para que no se utilicen con fines de inmigracion. Estos cambios garantizaran mejor que
nuestros familiares, amigos y vecinos inmigrantes se sientan seguros al interactuar con la
policia y no se vean expuestos a “deportaciones masivas”.

e Escuelas seguras para todos (HB 3247 - Rep. Jiménez/ SB 2065 - Sen. Villa) (en
colaboracion con MALDEF)

El gobierno federal ha iniciado una campana dirigida contra las comunidades inmigrantes de
todo el pais e lllinois. Una de las primeras medidas de la segunda administracion Trump dejé
sin efecto el “memorando sobre lugares sensibles” del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional
DHS, lo que abrio la posibilidad de aplicar medidas de control de inmigracion dirigidas a las
escuelas. Por esta situacion el estado de lllinois debe tomar precauciones adicionales para
protegernos en este entorno y garantizar que no se desanime a los padres de enviar a sus hijos
a la escuela ni a los nifios de asistir a ellas como es su derecho. Las escuelas de lllinois deben
proteger la integridad de un entorno de aprendizaje escolar positivo en el que todos los nifios y
los padres se sientan seguros y apoyados.

e Alivio después de la condena (Defensor publico del condado de Cook) (SB 1266 -
Senador Villa/ HB 3549 - Representante Slaughter)

Nuestro sistema legal penal todavia encauza a los inmigrantes hacia el proceso de deportacion
a pesar de varias leyes existentes destinadas a protegerlos de la expulsién. ICIRR trabajé con
aliados entre las oficinas de defensores publicos, fiscales estatales progresistas y defensores
de los inmigrantes en 2024 para elaborar una legislacion que permita a las personas con
ciertas condenas penales solicitar la reapertura de sus casos basandose en pruebas
adicionales de inocencia nuevas descubiertas o en la falta de explicacion de las consecuencias
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Incluso si usted tiene cobertura médica, muchas personas que buscan servicios médicos
suelen recibir grandes facturas por servicios que no estan cubiertos por su seguro. Tenemos
previsto aprovechar la legislacion que ganamos en 2023 y que exige que los hospitales evaluen
a los pacientes para determinar si cumplen los requisitos para recibir cobertura médica
exigiendo que los proveedores de atencién médica en los hospitales estén sujetos a las
mismas leyes de facturacion justa y atencion benéfica o caritativa hospitalaria, que brindan
servicios gratuitos o con descuento a pacientes elegibles que no pueden pagar su atencién en
hospitales. Nuestro objetivo es hacer que el acceso a la salud sea asequible para todos.

e Crédito fiscal por hijos (SB 2465 - Senadora Aquino)

Nosotros y nuestros aliados de la Coalicién de Seguridad Econdmica de lllinois obtuvimos una
importante victoria en 2024 al crear el primer crédito fiscal estatal por hijos. Este crédito
brindara un apoyo importante a los hogares de ingresos bajos y medios con nifios, incluidas
muchas familias inmigrantes que utilizan numeros de identificacién fiscal individual (ITIN) para
presentar sus declaraciones de impuestos. Sin embargo, este nuevo crédito aun necesita
algunas correcciones, incluido un monto minimo de beneficio, para brindar alivio a las familias
que mas necesitan el apoyo, aquellas con ingresos bajos o nulos. Impulsaremos estas
correcciones para que el crédito brinda mas ayuda a mas familias.

e Obtenga asistencia continua en efectivo para aquellos que no son elegibles para
recibir asistencia publica federal, Queremos tener in IL. un programa de ingresos
garantizados en el futuro (Ley CASH: SB 1561 - Sen. Fine / HB 2694 - Rep. Jiménez

Desde 2020, ICIRR ha administrado el Programa de Apoyo a Familias Inmigrantes (IFSP, por
sus siglas en inglés) para brindar asistencia a las familias inmigrantes que no han sido elegibles
para recibir asistencia de apoyo por COVID y otros beneficios publicos. El IFSP habia recibido
fondos federales ARPA (que ya se agotaron en 2024) y de los fondos de ingresos generales del
estado. Las necesidades atendidas por el IFSP siguen existiendo incluso cuando la pandemia
de COVID ha disminuido. Impulsaremos una mayor financiacion de este programa mas alla de
este afno fiscal. También continuaremos abogando de manera mas amplia por un programa de
ingresos garantizados a nivel estatal que pueda brindar apoyo basico regular a las familias
necesitadas.

e Apoyar a los recién llegados

lllinois ha recibido a mas de 48,000 personas que llegaron desde la frontera sur desde agosto
de 2022, la mayoria transportadas en autobuses organizados por el estado de Texas. Aunque
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Temas estatales: Otras iniciativas que apoyamos

e Mas alla de DACA y la autorizaciéon de empleo (prioridad no legislativa)

Si DACA llega a su fin debido a decisiones judiciales o acciones de una futura administracién
federal, debemos garantizar que las personas beneficiarias de DACA puedan seguir trabajando
y que aquellas que nunca han tenido autorizacién de empleo (incluyendo muchos recién
llegados y migrantes indocumentados con mucho tiempo en el pais) conozcan las
oportunidades laborales disponibles.

Podemos trabajar con la Secretaria de Estado de lllinois, la Ciudad de Chicago y otras
agencias para promover modelos de trabajo independiente y cooperativas laborales. También
podemos colaborar con organizaciones que apoyan cooperativas de trabajadores para buscar
fondos publicos y privados que amplien estos recursos.

Si el DACA es eliminado, esta necesidad sera aun mas urgente.
e Restringir el intercambio de datos (Mijente y Just Futures Law)

Aunque en muchos estados (incluido lllinois) existen politicas que limitan la comunicacion con
ICE, la agencia aun obtiene informacion personal de agencias gubernamentales, companias de
servicios publicos y corredores de datos privados. Para proteger la privacidad de los
inmigrantes, continuaremos apoyando a Just Futures Law y Mijente en la defensa de
restricciones mas estrictas en el intercambio de informacion, incluyendo esfuerzos en el
Condado de Cook. Con una posible administracién de Trump impulsando una campafa de
deportaciones masivas, esta lucha sera aun mas critica.

e Financiar empleos, no carceles: “SAFER Act” (Workers Center for Racial Justice)

La Ley de Comunidades (Ley SAFE) busca mejorar la seguridad publica y brindar
oportunidades laborales a personas anteriormente encarceladas en lllinois. Este programa
piloto de cinco anos crearia 16,000 empleos con salarios dignos, ofreciendo subsidios
salariales de hasta $15,000 anuales a pequefios negocios que contraten trabajadores con
antecedentes penales.

e Mejorar el registro automatico de votantes (SB 1530 — Senador Villivalam)

En 2016, ICIRR y la coalicion Just Democracy lograron la aprobacién de una ley de registro
automatico de votantes en instalaciones de |la Secretaria de Estado y otras oficinas estatales.
Ahora estamos trabajando para mejorar este sistema, asegurando que no haya registros
erroneos de personas no elegibles y garantizando protecciones de acceso linglistico.
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s comunidades de la deportacion masiva y la vigilancia

Defender a nues
extrema

Uno de los candidatos presidenciales ha declarado abiertamente su intencion de deportar en
masa a personas indocumentadas, sin importar el impacto humanitario y econémico. Mientras
tanto, la administracion actual ha expandido la detencion y el monitoreo electronico como
“alternativas” a la detencidén. Debemos resistir estos ataques, educar a nuestras comunidades
sobre sus derechos y fortalecer la vigilancia comunitaria para frenar las operaciones de ICE.

e Defender DACA y otras protecciones

El préximo periodo presidencial podria traer intentos de eliminar DACA, DALE, TPS, la libertad
condicional o el parole humanitario y otras protecciones para personas en riesgo de
deportacién. DACA ya enfrenta desafios legales y podria ser revocado. Debemos proteger
estos programas y a quienes dependen de ellos, y aprovechar cualquier oportunidad para
luchar por protecciones mas amplias.

e Legalizacion para todos (CHIRLA y otros aliados)

Independientemente de los resultados electorales de noviembre, seguiremos abogando por un
programa de legalizacién amplio y generoso con una via clara a la ciudadania para todas las
personas indocumentadas. Nuestra organizacion aliada CHIRLA en California esta impulsando
una reforma a la provisién de registro migratorio, que actualmente permite a personas que
llegaron antes del 1 de enero de 1972 solicitar la residencia permanente. La propuesta crearia
un “registro continuo” para que quienes han vivido en EE.UU. por mas de siete afios puedan
obtener un estatus legal. ICIRR seguira apoyando esta iniciativa y otras propuestas de
ciudadania.

Temas nacionales: Otras iniciativas que apoyamos

e Apoyo a los recién llegados

lllinois ha recibido mas de 48,000 personas desde la frontera sur desde agosto de 2022.
Aunque la llegada de autobuses ha disminuido en 2024, estas personas siguen necesitando
ayuda. Lamentablemente, el gobierno federal ha brindado pocos fondos y poca coordinacion.
ICIRR continuara exigiendo mas recursos federales y liderazgo para apoyar a estas
comunidades.

e LEVANTAR la Barreray SANAR

Las leyes de bienestar social de 1996 prohiben a la mayoria de los inmigrantes acceder a
Medicaid y otros beneficios federales durante sus primeros cinco afos con residencia legal.
Esta restriccidon perjudica a familias inmigrantes y afecta a toda la comunidad.
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